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ABSTRACT 

PURPOSE: To pursue the origin of a recopied document and to prevent the 
leakage of a secret document by printing a specific pattern decided for 
each reader on a document picture when the secret document in a document 
picture file is copied. 

CONSTITUTION: A control part 2 reads previously the directory information 
on all documents out of a file 8 and compares the security level in the 
directory information corresponding to a requested document number with the 
secret permission level of each reader. When the display of the secrecy is 
possible, the picture signals and the picture control information are read 
out of the file 8 to a buffer memory 5. Then the part 2 produces different 
mask patterns within a buffer memory 9 by the user identification numbers. 
Then an arithmetic operation like an OR, etc. is carried out with the 
digital picture in the memory 5 for each picture element. Thus double 
screens are synthesized for production and output of a new picture. 
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